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Jean Deemer (NCS. NSPCA, SLMM, NWS, OWS) a long-time resident of 
Cuyahoga Falls, was a professional artist, teacher, lecturer and juror of national 
and regional exhibitions.  She received a degree in Design from the University 
of Akron and was an accomplished artist in oil, watermedia painting, and 
portraits.  She held signature membership in the National Collage Society, the 
National Society of Painters in Casein and Acrylic, the Society of Layerists in 
Multi-Media, and the National, Ohio and Pittsburgh Watercolor Societies.  She 
was also a lifetime member of the Whiskey Painters of America, 
 

Jean’s artistic works, shown throughout the United States, are held in many private and corporate 
collections.  In addition, she received numerous awards on the national, state and regional levels, 
including the Silver and Bronze medals in Watercoior Ohio exhibitions. Furthermore, her art and 
practices were included in books such as Collage Techniques by G. Brommer, Creative Collage by 
Leland & Williams and Watermedia Techniques for Releasing the Creative Spirit by M. Phillis. 
 
An experienced instructor, Jean conducted water media and 
collage classes and workshops and served on the teaching staff 
at the Cuyahoga Valley Art Center and for 23 years with 
OASIS in Akron, Ohio, a national educational organization for 
older adults, where she conducted 'healing through art' 
workshops.  Jean also taught in the national creativity seminar, 
“Stretching Boundaries for Creative People,” sponsored by the 
Ohio Watercolor Society; she was co-chair of these seminars in 
2007 and 2010. 
 
For many years, Jean’s artistic philosophy encompassed a 
focus on geological formations, natural forms and the passage 
of time.  Her research into these ideas included exploring ruins 
of ancient civilizations and studying their philosophies, which 
shared reverence for the earth as part of their daily lives. By 
her creations Jean’s purpose was to show beauty and to remind 
us that our actions have long-term effects on the earth.   As she 
stated, “Hopefully, it is healing work."  
 
Working with water media in an abstract style, she painted and manipulated handmade and specialty 
papers to create images that defined the concepts that interested her.  As she stated, “My work has 

focused on natural forms, layered time, the regeneration 
of shattered remnants, uniting past and present. The 
effects of natural and man- made forces. The work 
becomes a mark in time.”  
 
Various arrangements of these elements evoked a 
multitude of softer sentiments as well as things/people/ 
memories lost, found, excavated, forgotten, or left 
behind.  Later work, while still abstract, began with a 
series of paintings based mainly upon the structural 
theme of the rectangle using thin sheets of veiled color 



and simple structures to investigate the workings of color.  Akron Beacon Journal art critic Dorothy 
Shinn said Deemer's work "[could] be favorably compared to the paintings of Mark Rothko." 
 
Aside from her significant artistic legacy, Jean was a tireless supporter and promoter of the OWS.  
She served as a Trustee from 1991 through 1995 and then as 1st Vice-President in 1995-96, for 
which she was in charge of the OWS annual exhibitions, organizing the many details associated with 
these shows, finding museums and galleries to host the show, and contacting the jurors selected by 
the Board of Directors.   
 

        
Jean was elected President of the OWS in1996 and served through 2000, shaping what had been 
widely recognized as a first class state organization to become a truly professional group.  She 
brought to fruition efforts to make OWS a more fiscally sound art organization. She was also the 
first to encourage the use of an OWS web site.  Perhaps most notably, Jean introduced the idea of a 
National Show to the OWS Executive Board and successfully guided it and the entire OWS 
exhibition team from conception to finish in 2001. 


